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About	me	

I	was	a	college	student	at	De	Anza	back	in	the	day,	so	I	know	what	it	is	like	to	take	a	fast-paced	class	here.	I	am	a	
San	Jose	resident	and	a	De	Anza	transfer	alumna;	I	graduated	from	SJSU	with	a	Masters	in	Communication	Studies	
and	a	Bachelors	in	Journalism	and	Mass	Communication.	As	a	college	student,	I	was	a	part-time	English	tutor	at	
SJSU	for	7	years;	this	work	experience	is	what	helped	me	land	this	job.	The	one	aspect	I	love	about	teaching	is	
spending	the	extra	time	to	provide	good,	critical	feedback	on	writing	assignments.	It	is	a	lot	of	work,	but	some	
students	have	said	they	appreciate	it.		

One	aspect	of	my	identity	that	is	hidden	is	that	I	am	an	identical	twin;	unfortunately,	my	sister	was	still-born,	so	I	
grew	up	an	only	child.	I	am	the	daughter	of	two	Filipino	immigrants.		My	father	migrated	from	the	Philippines	to	
find	his	older	brother,	who	was	working	as	a	farm	worker	in	Hawaii	and	throughout	California	from	1919	to	1950s.	
There	were	no	phones,	so	imagine	trying	to	find	a	relative	by	word-of-mouth	and	“snail	mail.”	My	dad	landed	in	
“America”	when	he	reached	Seattle,	Washington	in	1930.	He	found	some	friends	from	his	hometown	in	the	
Philippines	and	asked	where	his	brother	was.	Within	a	few	days,	he	and	his	friends	drove	to	Los	Angeles,	California	
to	connect	my	dad	to	one	of	his	first	cousins.	With	no	phones	and	just	by	word-of-mouth,	my	dad	found	his	brother	
Apolinar	in	La	Mesa,	California.	My	dad	eventually	settled	in	Stockton,	California,	working	odd	jobs,	tried	to	attend	
college	as	a	.“foreigner”,	and	even	worked	on	the	“Great	Admiral	Hughes”	during	WWII,	until	he	left	sea	life	in	1947.	

	Hybrid	course		
	

Every	Tuesday	&	Thursday	online	L36	from	11:30:AM	-1:20	PM.	
Other	days	of	the	week	are	remote	learning	via	Canvas	

	
	

	
	

Campus	email:	Bejarinvivian@fhda.edu	

Please	note:		I	will	respond	to	your	email	within	24	to	48	hours,	although	during	the	day	I	check	messages	
frequently	and	usually	reply	sooner	than	that.				

Office	hours:	

Tuesdays	or	Thursdays:	12:30	-	1:30	pm	via	Zoom		

Or	by	appointment	based	on	your	own	schedule	via	Zoom		

mailto:Bejarinvivian@gmail.com
https://fhda-edu.zoom.us/j/6049280114
https://fhda-edu.zoom.us/j/6049280114
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Unfortunately,	four	years	later,	my	Uncle	Polinar,	a	California	Farmworker,	died	at	the	age	of	50	in	the	us;	he	could	
not	realize	his	dream	of	returning	home	to	the	Philippines.	My	dad	lived	on,	thinking	he	would	forever	be	a	Pinoy	
bachelor,	but	eventually,	through	his	cousin,	he	met	my	mom	a	little	more	than	20	years	later.	

My	mother	migrated	from	the	Philippines	as	the	first	in	her	family	to	work	as	an	Overseas	Filipino	Worker.	She	
worked	as	a	midwife	in	Germany	for	3	years;	she	was	introduced	to	my	dad	when	she	came	to	the	US	with	her	best	
friend	on	a	visitor’s	visa	in	the	early	1970s.	My	mom	and	dad	arranged	to	get	married	within	2	weeks	of	meeting	
each	other.	My	mom	finished	another	one-year	contract	in	Germany	as	an	Overseas	Filipino	Worker	(OFW)	until	
her	petition	was	approved.	She	finally	settled	in	Los	Angeles	with	my	dad.	My	dad	died	when	I	was	still	a	toddler;	
the	story	we	share	is	that	my	sister	was	meant	to	go	ahead	of	my	dad,	so	she	could	meet	him	in	the	afterlife.	My	
mom	moved	us	to	North	San	Jose	to	connect	with	her	cousin	and	her	aunt,	my	Lola	Candie.	Lola	Candie	raised	me	
during	my	elementary	school	years	while	my	mom	worked	full	time	during	the	beginnings-	(fab	wafer	industry)	of	
what	is	now	Silicon	Valley.			When	I	entered	middle	school	(Ocala	Middle),	my	mom	bought	a	house	in	Eastside	SJ	
on	her	own.	

My	mom	remarried	through	another	arranged	marriage	when	I	was	in	high	school	(Overfelt	High).	My	mom	is	now	
in	her	late	80s.	She	has	even	surpassed	her	second	husband	who	passed	away	8	years	ago.		Now,	in	this	post-	
pandemic	era,	I	make	sure	she	is	safe,	happy	and	healthy.		

Post-COVID	-19,	in	my	spare	time,	I	am	back	to	hanging	out	with	family	and	friends,	attending	local	music	concerts	
and	film	festivals,	and	participating	in	community	work.	Since	I	graduated,	I’ve	traveled	to	Europe,	Australia,	parts	
of	Baja	Mexico,	parts	of	Canada,	the	Philippines,	Thailand,	Indonesia,	and	Cambodia.	Within	the	US,	I’ve	only	been	
to	Los	Angeles,	San	Diego,	Las	Vegas,	Reno,	Seattle,	Hawaii,	Oregon,	Boston,	NOLA,	Denver,	Texas,	New	Hampshire,	
New	York,	and	Nashville.	 	 		

Every	time	I	go	abroad,	I	say	“I	want	to	live	here!”	However,	when	I	return	to	the	Bay	Area,	I	realize	a	lot	of	the	
global	world	is	already	here,	especially	the	food.	My	favorite	comfort	foods,	other	than	homemade	Filipino	food,	
have	been	Poke	Bowls,	Pho,	Panang	Curry,	Lion	King	Sushi	Rolls,	Palak	Paneer,	Ethiopian	vegetarian	platters,	and	
lots	of	Boba!			

LART	250+EWRT	1A	Student	Learning	Objectives:	We	expect	to…		

EWRT	1A:	(Letter	grade)	

• Practice	writing	as	a	multi-step	process	including	planning	and	revising	with	attention	to	varying	purposes,	
audiences,	and	rhetorical	strategies.	

• Read	and	analyze	rhetorically	and	culturally	diverse	narrative	and	expository	texts	from	a	variety	of	
perspectives	

	

LART	250:	(P/NP)	

• Demonstrate	the	reading	and	writing	process	and	metacognitive	awareness	in	a	combined	reading	and	
writing	portfolio	of	their	strongest	work.	
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These	two	courses	work	together	to	provide	more	practice	and	support,	so	you	can	become	a	highly	skilled	college	
reader,	thinker,	and	writer.	The	two	courses	are	graded	separately,	but	the	assignments	are	completely	integrated.	
Specific	objectives	include	the	following:	

• Learn	to	write	description	and	analysis	
• Connect,	reflect,	and	dialogue	about	

readings	
• Journal	growth	as	a	critical	thinker,	reader,	

and	writer	
• Learn	to	support	personal	views	with	

credible,	academic,	peer-edited	library	
sources.			

	
	

• Collaborate	in	a	classroom	community,	
developing	deeper	relationships	and	making	
friends	

• Transition	into	the	identity	of	a	college	
student	

• Practice	crafting	structured	outlines	before	
writing	all-encompassing	essays	

• Practice	writing	lengthy,	thought-provoking	
research	essays	based	on	one’s	own	
viewpoint.	
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Refer	to	Canvas	under	“What	are	the	Required	Essays”	–	200	Required	Points	

o 2	out	of	class	outlines	=	10	points	each	
o 2	analysis	essays	between	4-6	pages	double	spaced	=	50	points	each	
o 2	timed	essays	of	at	least	4	full	paragraphs	double	spaced	=	10	points	each	
o 5	Bi	–weekly	Critical	Writing	Reflections	for	Final	Portfolio	Cover	Letter	1.5	-	2	pages	double	spaced	

=	2	points	each		
o Final	Cover	Letter	for	the	Portfolio	Commitee	1-1.5	pages	=	50	points	

	
Extra	Credit	–	based	on	your	time,	effort,	and	investment	in	qualifying	for	the	portfolio	process	

	
o Customized	Support	Activities	–	up	to	20	extra	credit	points	for	participating	in	these	activities	

through	the	Writing	and	Reading	Center.			
o The	points	earned	are	“buffer”	to	supplement	any	missing	required	points	as	you	move	forward	

each	week	throughout	the	quarter.			

Customized	Support	Activities		
		
This	class	has	partnered	with	the	Writing	and	Reading	Center	to	offer	Customized	Support	Activities	(CSA)	
to	help	you	this	quarter.			

TEXTBOOKS 
	

Important to Note: These books will be provided as a De Anza Reserve Book Loan for the 
quarter. Students check out a copy and return the copy based the Library Loan 
guidelinesLinks to an external site.. If you wish to purchase your own copy, feel free to do 
so.  

First Gen: A memoir by Alejandra	Campoverdi	

NOTE: You will need to read this book for both of your analysis essays. 

Crescenciana. by Kenneth Tan 
	
NOTE:  In terms of your first timed essay, Kenneth Tan’s book is what  you will be 
reading, which will be on reserve in the De Anza Library for use around Week6. Thus, you 
will not need to purchase the book. However, if you wish to gift a copy to yourself or 
someone else after reading it, then you will be able to purchase a copy directly from the 
author.  Here’s a video about the author 
	
	
	

https://www.deanza.edu/library/overduefines.html
https://www.deanza.edu/library/overduefines.html
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/78537734-first-gen
https://youtu.be/zGZV8-feVnM
https://youtu.be/zGZV8-feVnM
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Pick	activities	you	think	will	help	you	most.	Complete	at	least	three	Customized	Support	Activities	by	the	
due	dates	below.	I	hope	you	can	try	tutoring	at	least	once,	but	feel	free	to	mix	and	match.			
Options	include:						
	

o In-person	tutoring	sessions	Monday-Thursday	9:30-6:30	in	ATC	309				
o Zoom	tutoring	sessions--Click	to	Join	during	WRC	open	hours				
o Zoom	Skills	Workshops--Click	to	Join	after	checking	workshop	schedule					
o Counseling	appointments	(info	about	Counseling)		
o Writing,	reading	or	grammar	resources	(DLA's)	that	you	complete	on	your	own	time						

	
Watch	your	email	and	accept	your	invitation	to	join	the	CSA	Canvas	site.	This	is	not	a	separate	class—it's	
just	a	tool	to	keep	track	of	your	completed	activities	and	a	resource	for	links	and	explanations	of	all	the	
activities.		
		
Get	verification	for	CSA	credit	for	tutoring,	workshops,	counseling	sessions	or	do-on-your-own	activities.	
You	don’t	submit	assignments	yourself—When	you	see	the	friendly	SSC	staff	or	tutors,	they	will	mark	the	
activity	as	completed.		
		
At	the	end	of	the	quarter	I	will	check	your	activities	in	the	CSA	Canvas	site	myself,	or	ask	you	to	send	me	a	
pdf/screenshot/photo	of	your	grade	sheet.	You	may	also	include	the	CSA	grade	sheet	in	your	final	portfolio	
to	show	the	extra	effort	you	made.				
				
If	you	have	questions	or	are	not	sure	where	to	start,	please	ask	me,	or	contact	Victoria	or	Diana	at	the	
WRC	at	kahlervictoria@fhda.edu	or	alvesdelimadiana@fhda.edu.			

	

Portfolio	Process	

Your	final	grade	in	this	course	depends	on	two	processes:	

1. 	All	students	who	satisfactorily	complete	the	required	coursework	in	the	course	will	submit	a	portfolio	
of	their	writing	for	departmental	assessment.		

2. If	the	sum	of	your	required	assignments	falls	into	the	70	percentile	of	the	total	required	points	
(140/200),	you	will	submit	a	portfolio	of	selected	writing	for	review	by	the	Portfolio	Committee,	which	
includes	myself	at	the	end	of	the	quarter.	If	these	readers	agree	that	your	portfolio	demonstrates	a	good	
command	of	the	Student	Learning	Outcomes	for	a	student	who	has	completed	this	quarter	of	EWRT	1A,	
you	will	pass	the	class.	If	your	portfolio	does	not	demonstrate	the	appropriate	skills,	you	will	not	pass	
the	EWRT1A.	

3. My	grades	on	your	essays	should	be	a	signal	of	whether	you	are	likely	to	pass	the	portfolio	process,	so	
you	will	definitely	know	if	you	are	maintaining	a	level	of	a	passing	C	on	all	required	assignments.	Keep	
in	mind	that,	even	though,	extra	credit	points	are	available,	these	points	are	typically	more	difficult	to	
earn	than	the	required	points.	Often	times,	students	who	attend	WRC	workshops	and/or	meet	with	an	
English	tutor	will	have	a	stringer	chance	of	effectively	ingraining	the	Student	Learning	Outcomes	for	
EQT1A.		

https://daappointments.deanza.edu/WRC/eSARS.asp?WCI=Init&WCE=Settings
https://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/wrc/
https://daappointments.deanza.edu/ASC/eSARS.asp?WCI=Init&WCE=Settings
https://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/academicskills/#Schedule
https://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/academicskills/#Schedule
https://www.deanza.edu/our-counselors/https://www.deanza.edu/our-counselors/
mailto:kahlervictoria@fhda.edu
mailto:alvesdelimadiana@fhda.edu
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4. If	the	English	Department	determines	that	you	should	pass,	your	actual	final	letter	grade	(A,	B,	or	C)	
will	be	determined	by	the	points	you	earned	throughout	the	quarter	for	all	the	requires	assignments	
and	the	extra	credit	points	you	accrue	from	your	Customized	Support	Activities	(CSA).		

	

	

Attendance	

As	your	instructor,	I’ll	facilitate	you	through	the	course	until	the	end,	trying	to	have	fun	along	the	way.		The	
investment	you	put	in	this	class	will	be	well	worth	it	if	you	“hang	on	through	the	ups	and	downs.”	Participation	
points	are	earned	when	one	attends	and	engagingly	participates	in	class	activities	(a	combination	of	in-class	and	
out-of-class	activities).	

How	do	I	succeed?		

You	will	be	asked	to	delve	deeper	“than	the	surface”	in	order	to	process	what	you	are	learning.	To	“do	well”	in	this	
class,	you	must	consciously	be	awake	and	aware.		

“No	matter	what	[a	person],	does,	every	person	on	earth	plays	a	central	role	in	the	history	of	the	world.	And	
normally	[that	person]	doesn't	know	it”	
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(Paulo	Coelho,	author	of	The	Alchemist).	

Be	mindfully	present	as	you	walk	into	the	classroom.	Eat	something	healthy.	Drink	something	healthy.		We	are	in	a	
learning	community	that	requires	respect	of	yourself	and	respect	for	your	community	of	peers	as	well	as	your	
professor.	This	class	“is	not	an	individual	race	to	earn	an	A”;	it	is	about	learning--creating	and	fostering	
relationships	with	folks	who	you	may	know	and	folks	who	do	not	know	you.	And,	it	is	a	space	where	you	create	the	
foundation	of	your	identity	as	a	“De	Anza	College	Student.”	

Format	for	College	Essays	and	Outlines	

	

Note:	Make	sure	the	page	size	is	US	Letter.	If	you	are	using	Google	docs	to	complete	your	essays,	you	don’t	
have	to	worry	about	changing	the	page	size.	

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Weekly	Schedule		

The	schedule	will	be	provided	separately	from	syllabus	through	CANVAS	and	will	be	semi-structured.	Even	if	you	
miss	a	class	session	(DON’T	MISS	a	session	of	class!);	you	can	find	the	lecture	notes	and	assignments	on	CANVAS.		
Because	learning	is	fluid,	students	must	be	able	to	“go	with	the	flow!”			
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My	zoom	lectures	are	not	recorded.	However,	I	may	type	updates	and	briefs	that	will	show	up	in	CANVAS	
Announcements	when	needed	and/or	I	may	share	an	old	video	lecture	within	the	current	week,	so	I	am	flowing	
with	your	learning	as	a	class	community.		

Instructors	reserves	the	right	to	adjust	the	schedule	as	needed.	

Need	Help?	

The	Student	Success	Center	Doffers	
free	workshops	throughout	the	
quarter.	If	you	wish	to	attend	any	of	
the	workshops	and	earn	CSA	credit,	
here	is	the	schedule.	
	
English	Performance		Counselors	
(EPS):	NOTE:	One		counselor	
meeting	to	discuss	your	education	
plan	earns	two	CSA	points.	

	Writing	and	Reading	Center	
Tutoring	Schedule	and		Each	tutor	
Note:	a	weekly	one	on	one	meeting	
or	a	drop	in	30-	minute	meeting	
earns	CSA	credit. 
Online	tutoring:	NetTutor	–	
Accessible	through	CANVAS	or	
Smarthinking	 
 
Psychological	Services	Make	an	
appointment 
	
De	Anza	has	its	own	Food	Pantry 
	
 
	

Disability Support Programs and 
Services 
Cathy	Patel	or	Bianca	Melendez.		If	
you	have	an	IEP	or	a	504,	and	you	
wish	to	use	DSPS	services,	including	
extra	time	on	a	timed	essay,	please	
contact	Cathy	or	Bianca	as	soon	as	
possible. 
	
patelcathy@fhda.edu	 
melendezbianca@fhda.edu 
	
Veteran Services 
Manija	Ansari,		
ansarimanija@deanza.edu 

	

College	Behavior	

Academic	Honesty:	“Students	are	expected	to	exercise	academic	honesty	and	integrity.	Violations	such	as	cheating	
and	plagiarism	will	result	in	disciplinary	action	which	may	include	a	recommendation	for	dismissal.”		

Ø Plagiarisms	–	Copying	somebody’s	work	either	word-for-word,	stealing	an	idea	without	giving	credit	to	the	
original	source,	or	not	using	quotations	around	the	sentences	or	paragraphs	taken	from	the	internet	or	
other	written	sources.	NOTE:		A	personal	turnitin.com	account	will	not	be	needed;	I	will	upload	a	copy	
myself	to	my	own	account	to	check	for	plagiarism.			

Cheating	–	Basically	do	your	own	work!		Don’t	ask	others	to	do	the	work	for	you	because	it	doesn’t	benefit	your	
learning.		

Students	with	Disabilities	–	Students	requiring	special	services	or	arrangements	because	of	hearing,	visual,	or	
other	disabilities	should	contact	their	instructor,	counselor,	or	the	Disability	Student	Services	Office.			

Classroom	Etiquette	–	Classrooms	and	guidelines	are	stipulated	and	discussed	the	first	day	of	class;	the	green	sheet	
becomes	the	written	contract	agreement	between	the	instructor	and	each	student.		Anyone	who	does	not	adhere	to	
the	contract	will	be	subject	to	dismissal	for	the	remainder	of	the	class	session.		Any	continuous	disruptions	such	as	
group	arguing	or	fighting	will	result	in	more	formal	disciplinary	actions	as	stipulated	by	the	Standards	for	Student	
Conduct	(see	Catalog).		

https://deanza.edu/studentsuccess/
https://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/academicskills/
https://www.deanza.edu/languagearts/eps-counselors/
https://www.deanza.edu/studentsuccess/wrc/
https://deanza.edu/studentsuccess/onlinetutoring/
https://www.deanza.edu/psychologicalservices/appointment.html
https://www.deanza.edu/psychologicalservices/appointment.html
https://www.deanza.edu/outreach/food_pantry.html
https://www.deanza.edu/dsps/
https://www.deanza.edu/dsps/
mailto:PatelCathy@fhda.edu
mailto:melendezbianca@fhda.edu
https://www.deanza.edu/veterans/
mailto:ansarimanija@deanza.edu
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/plagiarize
https://www.deanza.edu/dsps/
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