Neoclassical Traits

(1) Abundant allusion to classical literature and mythology.  Admiration and imitation of classical Greek and Roman models and translations of classical works (Virgil, Homer, Horace). 

(2) Satire and comedy aimed at correcting vices and foibles

(3) Didactic (teaching a lesson) and expository poetry 

(4) Heroic Couplet; (rhyming couplets in iambic pentameter)

(5) Respect for reason and a rational control of the passions

(6) Distrust of fantasy and enthusiasm

(7) Emphasis upon social standards and the status quo

(8) Poets representative of middle and upper class society

(9) Disesteem for medieval civilization

