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Hixtory y Nuestra Historia
In 1993, a De Anza student asked her club adviser, Olivia Patlan, why the college didn’t 
recognize the success of its Latinx students. The answer was simply that there was no 
institutional mechanism for this acknowledgment.

The question prompted a small group of Latinx staff  members to respond by organizing 
institutional support and creating a recognition ceremony that has evolved into an 
annual community celebration and testimonio to Latinx student success.  

Founding organizers for this event included Sofi a Abad, Alicia Cortez, Araceli Kaliangara, 
Virginia Marquez, Vicky Moreno, Olivia Patlan, Carmen Pereida, George Robles, Lupe 
Robles-Sane, Jose Luis Rueda, Sylvia Rueda, Roxana Rugliancich, Selda Sigala-Aguilar and 
Lillian Zamora. 

Over the past 25 years, with the support and dedication of the Latinx community at 
De Anza, the annual eff ort has grown to include the awarding of scholarships from the 
ADELA  (Amigos De Educación Las Américas) Scholarship fund. 

- - -
En 1993, un estudiante le preguntó a su consejera de club, ¿“Porqué De Anza College 
no reconoce el éxito académico de los estudiantes Latinos?“ La respuesta fue simple. El 
colegio no tenía un sistema de reconocimiento para los estudiantes Latinx.

Esta pregunta motivó a un grupo de empleados de De Anza College a crear un sistema 
de reconocimiento para los estudiantes Latinos. Asi comenzó la “Ceremonia para el 
Reconocimiento de los Estudiantes Latinx.“ 

Los fundadores de este comité fueron Sofi a Abad, Alicia Cortez, Araceli Kaliangara, 
Virginia Marquez, Vicky Moreno, Olivia Patlan, Carmen Pereida, George Robles, Lupe 
Robles-Sane, Jose Luis Rueda, Sylvia Rueda, Roxana Rugliancich, Selda Sigala-Aguilar y 
Lillian Zamora.

A medida que pasan los años, con el empeño y esfuerzo de la comunidad Latinx de De 
Anza College, este evento crece y en el presente incluye ADELA (Amigos De Educación 
Las Américas), una beca estudiantil. 

Remember that none succeed alone. Never walk alone in your future paths. 

– Sonia Sotomayor, U.S. Supreme Court Justice

As my family story shows, Latinos have been a blessing for USA for many generations.
The future of America depends in part on the success of the Latino community ...

– Julián Castro, former San Antonio mayor and former
U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development

Bienvenidos
Blessing Ceremony and Procession

Kalpulli Izkalli

Opening
George Robles and Sylvia Rueda

Welcome
Christina Espinosa-Pieb, Interim President

Student Speaker
Manuel Alonzo Barrios

ADELA Scholarships 
Verónica Acevedo Avila

Presentation of Scholarships in Memory of
Florencia Guzmán Espinosa and Guadalupe Cortez

Ms. Espinosa-Pieb and Alicia Cortez

Performance 
Grupo Folklórico Los Lupeños

Student Speaker
Perla Ayala Ramirez

Awarding of Stoles and Certifi cates
Ms. Espinosa-Pieb, Mr. Robles, Ms. Rueda and 

Judy C. Miner, Chancellor, Foothill-De Anza Community College District

Presentation of Graduating and Transferring Students
Ms. Espinosa-Pieb 

Reconocimientos and Closing
Mr. Robles and Ms. Rueda

Reception on the Campus Center Patio 
Mariachi Estelar and Jorge Rodríguez, former De Anza Puente student

¡Felicidades a todas las familias! 



Citlalli Acevedo-Adame
A.A. for Transfer, English
San José State University 

Edin Aguilar Vazquez
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
University of California, Los Angeles

Daisy Alejandre
A.A. for Transfer, Kinesiology
California State University, East Bay

Adrian Alonso
A.A. for Transfer, Economics
San José State University 

Manuel De Jesus Alonzo Barrios
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
University of California, Santa Cruz

Otmar Huberth Alvarado Romero
A.A. for Transfer, English
San José State University 

Aliana Gabrielle Amador-Rodriguez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences 
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Steve Taina Angeles
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San José State University 

Leslie Aquino-Fernandez
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
California State University, Long Beach

Diego Arreola
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San José State University 

Avinell Alicia Ayala
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Perla Ayala Ramirez
A.S. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
San José State University

Jacqueline Baker
A.A., Paralegal Studies
San José State University 

Ashley Janette Banuelos
A.A. Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
University of San Francisco

Norma Barajas
A.A, Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University

Marvin Isai Buruca Canales
A.A., Network Administration

Cristaldo Campos
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
University of California, Riverside

Stephanie Cardenas Covarrubias
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University

Alejandro Giovanni Carrasco
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University

Lesly Anne Carrasco
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters

Bianka Marisol Carrillo
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies

Jesus Lorenso Carrillo Arciniega
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences

Elizabeth Castillo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
University of California, Santa Barbara

Saul David Castillo Acosta
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Juan Carlos Cervantes
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
Santa Clara University 

Lilliana Maritza Chacon
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
Samuel Merritt University

Braian Elias Chavez Oliden
A.A., Law Enforcement
California State University, East Bay

Isabel Maya Chicas
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences 

Matthew David Cohen
A.A., Business Administration
A.S. for Transfer – Business Administration
San José State University

Jesus Correa
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San Francisco State University

Maria Elena Cortes
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University

Nicole Sarahi Cruz Lopez
A.A, Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
University of California, Davis

Fernando J. De La Rosa
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San Francisco State University

Emily Delgado
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San Francisco State University

Rodolfo Diaz Munoz
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
California State University, East Bay 

Floribey Duran-Valencia
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
California State University, Sacramento

Karen Espinosa Ortiz
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering

Monica Ileana Fernandez
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
California State University, Stanislaus 

Pedro Flores Requena
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Jocelyn Flores
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Josue Funez Rivera
A.A. Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
California State University, Long Beach

Cindy Michelle Garcia
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering

Katia Garcia Cortes
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
California State University, East Bay

Lorena Garcia Alvarez
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
California State University, East Bay 

Elisabeth Maciel Garcia
A.S. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
California State University, Monterey Bay

Valeria Garcia Cruz
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Scarleth Guadalupe Gomez Navarro
A.S. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
San José State University 

Lana Marie Gomez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University

Sabrina Kelly Gonzales
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
Palo Alto University

Jasmine Ariana Gonzalez
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Jose Alfredo Gonzalez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San Francisco State University

Edgar Gonzalez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering

Beatriz Gonzalez Medina
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
San José State University 

Lorena Gonzalez-Medina
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Juan Andres Guerra-Acevedo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San Francisco State University

Ana Guerrero Amaya
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology

Elizabeth Guevara
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
San José State University 

Yaneth Gutierrez Vallejo
A.A. for Transfer, Political Science
San José State University 

Denis A. Guzman Quintanilla
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
DeVry University 

Hector Hernandez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Dulce Hernandez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
University of California, Santa Barbara 

Edison Hernandez-Espinoza
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San Francisco State University

Yolanda Kuljis
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
San José State University 

Gerardo Labastida
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
San José State University 

¡Felicidades a Nuestros Graduados!
(Italics indicate the institution to which the student is transferring)



Rosmery G. Lazo
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Lizette Lepe
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Erika Elizabeth Leyva Cortez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems

David Marcelo Llano
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
California State University, Long Beach

Maria Fernanda Lopez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
California State University, East Bay

Christian De Jesus Lopez Mendez
A.A. for Transfer, Kinesiology
San José State University 

Daisy Alexandra Manriquez Contreras
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
California State University, Long Beach 

Camila Anayanzi Martinez
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
San Francisco State University

Lorenzo A. Martinez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
University of California, Santa Cruz

Destiny Martinez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
University of California, Berkeley 

Percilla Jasmin Martinez Bautista
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering

Vanessa Martinez Hernandez
A.S. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
San José State University 

Lesley Giselle Martinez-Chavez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
California State University, East Bay

Felix Martinez-Flores
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Monica Medina Barrera
A.S., Automotive Engine Performance
A.S., Automotive Chassis and Powertrain

Savannah Alexis Melendez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
A.A. for Transfer, Kinesiology
San José State University 

Kevin Mendez Lopez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
University of California, Los Angeles

Jesus Mendoza Chavarria
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
University of California, Santa Cruz

Lizette Mendoza-Ortiz
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
University of California, Santa Cruz

Erika Menera Vargas
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Yuritsy Mercado Escorcia
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering

Cassandra C. Molina
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
California State University, Long Beach

Lily Montalvo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
California State University, East Bay 

Alejandra Brenda Montalvo
A.S., Medical Assisting

Estrella Itzel Morales Valadez
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
San José State University 

Jesus Moreano
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Javier Ubaldo Mota Vazquez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
San José State University 

Emily America Muñoz
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
University of California, Santa Cruz

Diana Stephanie Neri
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San José State University 

Laura Nievas
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Ana Madelayne Nino
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Luis Alexander Nuñez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
San José State University 

Paulina Lizbeth Ochoa Ochoa
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Kelly Ortega
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Patricia Pacheco Ramirez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Isrrael Paco de la Cruz
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
San José State University 

Melissa Paredes
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Alexes S. Paris
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Julissa Alejandra Partida
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences

Tania Perez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
A.A. for Transfer, Kinesiology
San José State University 

Gari Joe Perez Constantino
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
University of California, Davis

Martha Perez Andrade
A.A. for Transfer, History
University of California, Los Angeles

Bianca Lorena Pérez Nava
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Mario Quezada Murillo
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Berenice Quinones Flores
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Joceline Quinonez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
California State University, East Bay

Anita Ramirez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
San José State University 

Madeline Gabriela Ramos Carballo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Julissa Rios Flores
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
California State University, East Bay

Gibran Rivera-Muñoz
A.S., CNC Machinist
San José State University 

Angelica Maria Rodriguez
A.A. for Transfer, Anthropology
University of California, Santa Cruz 

Daniela Andrea Romero-Escorcia
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
California State University, Long Beach

Griselda Romo Cruz
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
California State University, East Bay

Paulina Rosales
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
San José State University 

Jorge Ruelas
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
San José State University 

Samuel Ruiz Cervantes
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
University of California, Los Angeles

Dylan Daniel Sanchez Bocanegra
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Political Science
San José State University 

Gabriela M. Sanchez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
California State University, Sacramento 

Jesus Antonio Sanchez
A.A. for Transfer, Anthropology
University of California, Berkeley

Kaory A. Santillan
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
University of California, Berkeley

Gladys Santos
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Shivangi Sharma
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
University of California, Los Angeles

Mariano Sigifredo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Political Science
University of California, Berkeley

Amalia I. Silva
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
University of California, Santa Cruz 

Solis Athena Sisneros
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

DeeJea Smith
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
California State University, East Bay



Oscar Tamayo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Arts and Letters
A.A. for Transfer, Political Science
University of California, Davis

Donald Eric Tietjen Jr.
A.A., Liberal Arts – Science, Math and Engineering
A.A. for Transfer, Kinesiology
San José State University 

Sarah Leslie Uribe
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Administration of Justice
San José State University 

Ana Maria Vazquez Carrillo
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
Santa Clara University 

Marisol Velazquez
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
A.S. for Transfer, Business Administration
San José State University 

Diana Leticia Velazquez Vega
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Communication Studies
San José State University 

Lizeth Yameli Venegas Mata
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.A. for Transfer, Sociology
San José State University 

Jessica Vera
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences
A.S. for Transfer, Early Childhood Education
San José State University 

Genoveva Cisneros Walls
A.A., Paralegal Studies
A.A. for Transfer, Political Science
San José State University 

Demi Yang
A.A., Intercultural Studies

Nanci Zamaniego
A.A., Liberal Arts – Social and Behavioral Sciences

Debora C. Zurn
A.A., Business Administration
A.A., Management
A.A., Marketing Management 
A.A., Real Estate
A.A., Liberal Arts – Business and
Computer Information Systems
San José State University

¡Mil Gracias to Our Sponsors!
Thank you to our generous donors in helping us reach our $25,000 goal 

for the 25th annual Latinx Graduation and Recognition Ceremony!

Donations received July 2018-June 2019

Champion Sponsor ($10,000 or above level)
Foothill-De Anza Foundation Chancellor’s Circle*

Community/Corporate Sponsor ($5,000 level)
PG&E Corporation

“In Memory of Mi Madre” Sponsors ($3,000 level)
In Memory of Guadalupe Cortez

Rosina and Rey Castellanos
Alicia Cortez 

Manuel Cortez
John Cortez and Sophia Pina-Cortez

Gil Cortez and Maria Servin
Virginio Cortez

In Memory of Florencia Guzman Espinosa
Christina Espinosa-Pieb and Wolfgang Pieb

Ruben Espinosa

Familia Sponsor ($1,000 level)
Truly Hunter
Judy C. Miner

Montoya-Cruz Familia
Sylvia and Jose Luis Rueda

Madrina y Padrino Sponsors ($250-500 level)
Mayra Cruz

Brenda Gonzales
Victoria Moreno and Don Nickel

Andrea Santa Cruz

Amiga y Amigo Sponsors (under $250 level)
Ruben Abrica-Carrasco, Melissa Aguilar, Rosanna Alvarez, Diana Alves de Lima, Diana 

Argabrite, Verónica Acevedo Avila, Karen Chow, Marc Coronado, Jane Enright, Erika Flores, 
Monica Ganesh, Adriana Garcia, Nicholas González Yuen, Patricia Guitron, Claudia Guzman, 

Maristella Huerta, Yolanda Johnson, Victoria Kahler, Yuan Kuo, Phong Lam, Mariela 
Jacqueline Lauser, Rebecca Levin, Melissa Maturino, Joseph Morey, Steve Nava, Puerto Rican 

Civic Club, Inc., Jayanti Roy, Nubia Sanchez, Sofi a Varela, Adrienne Moberly Vilaubi



Thank you to our
Community/Corporate Sponsor

PG&E Corporation
for your generous support of our scholarship fund

Congratulations and thanks to these De Anza College retirees 
for their many years of service

Ruben Abrica-Carrasco, Intercultural/International Studies
Maria Castillo, Food Service

Patricia Rios Gibson, Counseling and Transfer Center
George Robles, Extended Opportunities Programs and Services

Jose Luis Rueda, Technical Services
Sylvia Rueda, Student Development

Additional Thanks
Almaden Valley Nursery

Linda Conroy
COPA Design

Foothill-De Anza Foundation
La Piñata Restaurant

Offi  ce of Communications, De Anza College
Offi  ce of Financial Aid, De Anza College

Operations and Custodial Staff , De Anza College

Latinx Graduation Ceremony Committee
Sofi a Abad, Melissa Aguilar, Verónica Acevedo Avila, Linda Conroy, Alicia Cortez,

Mayra Cruz (co-chair), Christina Espinosa-Pieb, Erika Flores, Monica Ganesh,Alma Garcia, 
Brenda Gonzales, Yolanda Johnson, Mary Medrano (co-chair), Jorge Morales,

Steve Nava, Nubia Sanchez, Mari Tapia, Felisa Vilaubi

Hosted By

*Donations to the Foothill-De Anza Foundation Chancellor’s Circle provide much-needed 
unrestricted fi nancial support to essential student programs, including scholarships.



Special Thank You
to our 25th Anniversary Champion Sponsor:
Foothill-De Anza Foundation Chancellor’s Circle

Unrestricted gifts to the Chancellor’s Circle help 

fund vital services such as scholarships, food 

assistance, book vouchers and other direct 

student support. Our community is inspired 

by our students’ grit and determination to 

complete their studies, despite numerous 

obstacles. We are deeply grateful for our 

community’s support.

foundation.fhda.edu

 Anniversary Champion Sponsor:
Foothill-De Anza Foundation Chancellor’s Circle

deanza.edu


