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CSU GE Breadth
Area A

IGETC
Area 1

A2 Written Communication
• courses conducted in English
• must achieve same objectives as

“freshman composition” found in most
universities

• explore rhetorical principles
independent of the application of
writing to a specific profession

• no minimum number of words;
however, number of words should be
specified in the course outline

1AWritten Communication
• substantial instruction and practice in

expository essay writing at the college-
level

• minimum 5,000 words of writing is
required

• courses should require substantial
amount of reading and significant
literature

• prerequisite to course in Critical
Thinking/English Composition

CSU GE BREADTH AREAS A and IGETC AREA 1

Critical Thinking CSU General Education Breadth Requirements

In critical thinking courses, students will understand logic and its relation to
language; elementary inductive and deductive processes, including an
understanding of the formal and informal fallacies of language and thought; and
the ability to distinguish matters of fact from issues of judgement or opinion. In
A3 courses, students will develop the abilities to analyze, criticize, and advocate
ideas; to reason inductively and deductively; and to reach well-supported factual
or judgmental conclusions.

Critical Thinking and Composition IGETC Standards 2.3

The second semester of English composition adds a requirement of critical
thinking taught in a variety of disciplines which provide, as a major component,
instruction in the composition of substantial essays and require students to write a
sequence of such essays.

Instruction in critical thinking is to be designed to achieve an understanding of the
relationship of language to logic, which should lead to the ability to analyze,
criticize, and advocate ideas, to reason inductively and deductively, and to
identify the assumptions upon which particular conclusions depend. The minimal
competence to be expected at the successful conclusion of instruction in critical
thinking should be the ability to distinguish fact from judgment, and belief from
knowledge; to use elementary inductive and deductive processes; and to recognize
common logical errors or fallacies of language and thought.
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CSU GE Breadth
Area A

IGETC
Area 1

A3 Critical Thinking
• courses in critical thinking, not writing
• no minimum word count
• courses include explicit instruction and

practice in inductive and deductive
reasoning and identification of formal
and informal fallacies of language and
thought

• literary criticism courses are typically
not accepted in this area

1B Critical Thinking and Composition
• must have prerequisite of English

Composition (course that satisfies
English 1A)

• written work evaluated for both
composition and critical thinking

• minimum 5,000 words of writing is
required

• texts chosen should reflect an awareness
of cultural diversity

CSU GE BREADTH SUBAREAS B1-B3 and IGETC AREA 5

Scientific Inquiry, Physical and Biological Sciences

These areas of IGETC and CSU GE Breadth call for three kinds of coursework: physical
science lecture, life science lecture, and a lab associated with a lecture.

Courses in these subareas of Areas B and 5 emphasize the perspectives, concepts,
principles, theories, and methodologies of the scientific disciplines. Those that have built-
in laboratory activity may also qualify for Area B3 and Area 5C, as long as the course
outline clearly distinguishes the laboratory activity from the lecture.

Some but not all course outlines submitted for these areas will refer to “the scientific
method.” Implicit inclusion of the scientific method is acceptable, especially for courses
designed for students majoring in science. Area B and Area 5 courses should enhance
students’ appreciation of how scientists do science, not just what scientists have
concluded.

Scientific Inquiry CSU General Education Breadth Requirements

In Subareas B1-B3, students develop knowledge of scientific theories, concepts,
and data about both living and non-living systems. Students will achieve an
understanding and appreciation of scientific principles and the scientific method,
as well as the potential limits of scientific endeavors and the value systems and
ethics associated with human inquiry. The nature and extent of laboratory
experience is to be determined by each campus through its established curricular
procedures.

It is expected that campuses could offer the laboratory experience within:
• a 3 semester (4 quarter) unit lecture course;
• a lecture plus laboratory course of 4 semester (6 quarter) units; or
• a standalone laboratory course of 1 semester (2 quarter) units.




