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Analytical Literary Response   

Assignment:

In order to develop and appreciate the keen awareness of narrative/poetic forms, themes, images, literary styles/movements, and historical contexts, you will be asked to write 2 detailed analyses; each one must focus on one quote of your choice from that section’s reading. 

· The quote can be selected from any part of a reading assigned previous to the last written response, and it can be as short as one line or as long as an entire paragraph. 

· The focus of your analysis should be on the (literary) details of the quote (tone, voice, images, irony) and/or the narrative form as a whole (narrator, characterization, conflict). 

· Consider how form, style, structure, themes, and voice reflect the literary period. 

· Most importantly your analysis should focus very closely on the details of the quote (unpack the quote), and then it can make larger connections to the text as a whole (or related texts), course themes, literary histories, and/or personal reactions.

Requirements:

1. 1-2 page typed, double spaced analysis of at least 1 quote (with author’s name and page number using MLA format). Quote should be at the top of the page with the analysis following.

2. You will write 2 responses throughout the quarter corresponding with the assigned readings, literary movements, and themes covered in the course. Each response is worth 10% of your total grade for the quarter. These responses are in lieu of a long formal essay. 
3. Late submissions will lose 1 full grade for every class they are late.

Example Analytical Literary Response

ELIT 48A American Literature

Analytical Literary Response Grading Rubric

Content:

1. Literary Analysis: _________________ out of  50 points

Does the analysis focus on the details of the quote and make larger connections to the whole work?

Does the analysis consider the cultural context and the literary period?

Is the information insightful, looking beyond the obvious?

Does it probe the topic in depth or just stay on the surface? 

2. Development:  ___________________ out of 25 points

A. Is there enough information and evidence to support analysis?

B. Is the analysis comprehensive and thorough, examining all parts of the quote that are relevant?

C.  Are the ideas explained clearly with lots of detail?

Structure: 

3. Language /Organization _______________ out of 25 points



A. Is the analysis clear and easy to understand?



B. Is there clear coherence and organization of ideas?


C.  Are the grammar rules, usage, punctuation, spelling, and form all used with knowledge and competence?

D.  Is there advanced and creative use of diction and syntax?

E.  Is the tone consistent and compelling?

Total ____________ out of 100 points
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Literary Response 1
“ He had been saying to himself – ‘it is nothing but the wind in the chimney – it is only a mouse crossing the floor,’  or “ ‘it is merely a cricket which has made a single chirp.’ Yes, he has been trying to comfort himself with these suppositions; but he had found all vain” (Poe 1207).

I have read many of Edgar Allan Poe’s writings, all of which portray his great skills in literature. In his “ The Tell-Tale Heart,” the plot of the story steadily leads up to a killing, and it is through the narrative that readers are able to perceive the slaying from the perspective of the murderer. The quote I choose, however, is a scene in the story taken from the victim’s standpoint. As the old man sat up motionless from his bed he thought to himself, “It is nothing but the wind in the chimney – it is only a mouse crossing the floor,” or “ it is merely a cricket which has made a single chirp” (Poe 1207). The old man had awakened after hearing something in the darkness of the night. Telling himself that the noise he heard was probably just the wind or a mouse was just a way for him to feel comforted, “ Yes, he has been trying to comfort himself with these suppositions; but he had found all vain” (Poe 1207). Through this passage, Poe was able to capture the intensity and fear of the innocent victim before he was put to death. 

All of us at one point or the other has probably been through a similar situation; where we are alone and all of a sudden we become frighten by a sound and in order to relieve ourselves from this fear we tell ourselves that we are just hearing things. Personally, I have encountered this situation many times. Whenever I am home alone or even after I had just finished watching a scary movie and I start to her strange sounds in the distance, I always tell myself that it is just the wind or a rat caught between the walls. Like the old man in the story, telling myself that the strange noise I hear is just the wind is a way for me to ease the fear that I feel inside when I do hear these strange noises.

    Another illustration that I perceive from Poe’s description of the old man’s suppositions is like a scene from a horror movie. In most horror films a victim is seen creeping down a dark hallway after being diverted from a strange noise coming from the end of the hall. Tip-toeing slowly towards the sound the victim’s only hope is that the sound is coming from a branch banging against the window, and as the victim gets closer to the end of the hallway a cat races pass the victim scaring the victim by surprise. In much relief, the victim in the horror film usually takes a moment of breath, and it is during this moment that the victim falls short to another crime scene by the man awaiting him/her at the end of the hall.

    Delighting ourselves with denial and comfort in order to ease the fear we feel inside is a common action we take. The old man in the short story sensed that something was not right. He tried imagining that the sound he heard was something that was not harmful, but he knew that death was coming towards him. Like tiptoeing down a dark hallway, Poe was able to create incredible suspense classic of all gothic tales.

