Chaparral Community

What is chaparral and where is it found?
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What plants live in the chaparral?

Scrub oaks are also important components
of the chaparral. Unlike most oaks, the
scrub oak tends to be much more
shrub-like and produces small acorns that
are eaten by birds and small mammals.

Adaptations that allow their survival
include small, thick leaves with waxy
cuticles or hairy surfaces; summer
dormancy with most growth during the
cooler, wetter winter months; and the :
ability to recover quickly from fires by A A, Refugio
seed-banking and/or stump-sprouting. WS VL ;
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-~ Manzanita (Arctostaphylos

LEEEIE]  spp.) is another common

' . chaparral plant. This lovely
shrub to small tree has glossy
red bark on sculptural limbs,
delicate bell-like flowers and
leaves that are held at right
angles to the sun’s path through
the day. The word manzanita is
Spanish for “little apple,” a
reference to the apple-like fruit
that can be used to make a
drink similar to apple cider.
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What role does fire play in the ch“aparr‘al?
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Monkeyflower towhees, bushtits and wrentits are frequent visitors and residents of this

Species of Ceanothus
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mammals dependent on the plants for food,

P where they shouldn’t be! L
2 nesting sites and cover.
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